5 Day Devotional

Day 1. Two Comings, One Promise

Devotional

Christmas morning brings wonder - a baby in a manger, God wrapped in flesh, heaven touching earth in
the most unexpected way. But this beautiful beginning points to something even greater. Christ's birth
wasn't just a one-time event; it was the first act of atwo-part story. When we celebrate that God became
human, we're also celebrating His promise to return. The same Jesus who entered our world as a vulnerable
infant will one day return in glory. Thisisn't wishful thinking - it's the natural conclusion of what began in
Bethlehem. If God loved us enough to become one of us, why wouldn't He love us enough to finish what
He started? The manger and the throne belong together. The baby and the King are the same person. Aswe
light our Advent candles and prepare our hearts for Christmas, we're not just remembering the past - we're
anticipating the future. God isn't finished with His story of love and redemption. The best is yet to come.

BibleVerse
"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light
has dawned.' - Isaiah 9:2

Reflection Question
How does knowing that Christ's first coming guarantees His second coming change the way you celebrate
Christmas and live your daily life?

Quote
Christ'sfirst and second coming belong precisely together. If you believe the wonder of wonders that God
became flesh, then it's not much of areach to anticipate his second coming.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank Y ou for coming to us as a baby in Bethlehem. Help us to live with the joyful expectation
that Y ou will return to complete what Y ou began. May our celebration of Y our first coming fill uswith
hope for Y our second coming. Amen.

Day 2: The Mystery of God's Timing

Devotional

We live in aworld obsessed with schedules, deadlines, and precise timing. We want to know when the
meeting starts, when the flight departs, when the results will be announced. So it's natural that we'd want to
know exactly when Jesus will return. But God operates on a different timeline than our planners and
calendars. Jesus Himself said that no one knows the day or hour - not even the angelsin heaven. Thisisn't
because God is being secretive or playing games with us. It's because Histiming is perfect in ways we
can't fully understand. Think about it: if we knew the exact date, would we live faithfully every day, or
would we procrastinate until the last minute? God's mystery about timing keeps us alert, keeps us faithful,
keeps us ready. Instead of frustration about not knowing when, we can find peace in knowing Whoisin
control. God's timing has always been perfect - from the moment Jesus was born in Bethlehem to the
moment He will return in glory.

BibleVerse
'‘But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.'
- Matthew 24:36



Reflection Question
How might your daily priorities and relationships change if you truly embraced that only God knows the
timing of Christ's return?

Quote
Jesus says, | don't want you to be surprised thistime.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, help metrust in Y our perfect timing rather than demanding to know Y our schedule. Give
me patience to wait faithfully and wisdom to live each day asif it could be the day Jesus returns. Amen.

Day 3: Ordinary Days, Extraordinary Hope

Devotional

Life hasaway of lulling usinto routines. We wake up, go to work, eat dinner, watch TV, go to bed, and
repeat. In Noah's day, people were eating, drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage right up until the
flood came. They weren't necessarily doing evil things - they were just living ordinary lives, completely
unaware that everything was about to change. Jesus uses this example to remind us that His return will
happen during regular, everyday moments. Y ou might be at your desk, in your kitchen, or stuck in traffic
when eternity breaks into time. Thisreality should transform how we view our ordinary days. Every
conversation becomes an opportunity to show Christ's love. Every task becomes a chance to serve God's
kingdom. Every relationship becomes precious because we don't know how much time we have. The
challengeisn't to live in constant anxiety about the end times, but to live with extraordinary hopein the
midst of ordinary days. When Christ returns, may He find us faithfully loving, serving, and hoping - not
just surviving until the weekend.

BibleVerse

'‘Asit was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the
flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the
ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is
how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man." - Matthew 24:37-39

Reflection Question
What would it look like to live your ordinary, daily routines with the extraordinary hope that Christ could
return at any moment?

Quote
The Christian challenge isto live in the days of Noah, but to have this hope, this hope that transcends the
typical routines of the day.

Prayer
Lord, help me see my ordinary days through the lens of Y our extraordinary love. May | live each moment

with purpose, knowing that Y ou could return at any time. Fill my routine with Y our presence and hope.
Amen.

Day 4. Ready Hearts, Faithful Lives

Devotional



Being ready for Christ's return isn't about constantly watching the news for signs or scanning the sky for
His appearance. It's about something much more beautiful and practical: living faithfully every single day.
Think about preparing for an important guest. Y ou don't just clean the house once and then let it get messy
again. You maintain it, keep it welcoming, make sure everything isin order. That's how we prepare our
hearts for Jesus. We nurture our faith and help our children grow in theirs. We love our neighbors,
especialy those in need. We use our talents and skills not just for personal success, but to build God's
kingdom. We resist the temptation to get so caught up in pursuing ‘the good life' that we forget about
eternal life. Being ready means living with purpose, love, and hope every day. It means being the kind of
person who, when Jesus returns, He'll find faithfully serving, loving, and hoping. The goal isn't perfection -
it'sfaithfulness. It's a heart that beats in rhythm with God's heart, ready to welcome the King whenever He
COMES.

Bible Verse
‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.” - Matthew 24:42

Reflection Question
If Jesus returned today, what evidence would He find in your life that you've been faithfully preparing for
His coming?

Quote
Being ready isn't continually scanning the sky. It's living for the Lord in faithfulness and love every day.

Prayer

Jesus, help me live each day with a heart prepared for Y our return. Show me how to love more deeply,
serve more faithfully, and hope more boldly. Make me ready not through anxiety, but through faithful
living. Amen.

Day 5: People of Hope on Tiptoes

Devotional

Hope changes everything. It's the difference between enduring life and embracing it. Asfollowers of
Christ, we're called to be people of hope - not just any hope, but the sure and certain hope anchored in
Christ's promise to return and set everything right. This hope should make us different. While the world
around us may be filled with anxiety, despair, and uncertainty, we live on our tiptoes, eagerly anticipating
the day when Jesus will return. But this hope isn't passive waiting. It's active preparation. We become
agents of hope in ahopeless world, bringing light into darkness, healing into brokenness, and love into
places of hate. We see the hurting eyes around us and come alongside those in need. We work to make our
communities more ready for the King's coming. Our hope is contagious - it spreads to others who
desperately need to know that this broken world isn't the end of the story. When people look at us, they
should see individuals who know something beautiful is coming. We're hope-filled people living on
tiptoes, asking 'ls it today? and working to help others be ready for the glorious answer.

BibleVerse
"Then the King will say to those on hisright, "Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world."" - Matthew 25:34

Reflection Question
How can you be a person of hope 'on tiptoes in your family, workplace, or community, helping others
prepare for Christ's return?

Quote



Are we known as people of hope on our tiptoes? Saying is it today? Can we do what we are called to do?
To get ready?

Prayer
Lord, fill me with hope that overflows to others. Help me live on tiptoes, eagerly anticipating Y our return

while actively preparing the world around me for Y our coming. May Y our kingdom come in my heart, my
community, and my world. Amen.



